Artist has plenty
of contrasts

MARIA EUGENIA TUSQUETS,
who has just inaugurated her exhibition at
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the Grifescoda Art Gallery,

WITH MANY of her paint-
ings in the background of
the Grifedcoda Art Gallery,
the yvoung Catalan artist, Ma-
ria Eugenia Tusquets, who
has just inaugurfted  her
exhibition, is in wvery inter-
esling contrast to her work.

Marfa Eugenia has several
siyles — expressionist, fig-
urative, and one which is
curiously  reminiscent of
Fauvist School in France.

With her long blonde hair
and intense eyes, she has
both a far-away look and
a present awareness of her
iife and art. At the same
time, she was full of imag-
ination, enthusiasm, and an
exhilarating joie-de-vivre.

As T looked at her figures
and landscapes, 1 was
struck by her simplicity,
realism, and profundity. I
was intrigued, most of all,
by her figures of nomadic
Berbers and Arabs against
a desert landscape,

«Figures are [ar more ex-
pressive  against A land-
scapes the artist reflected.
«] was especially fascinated
by the natives during my
travels in Moroceo, Egvpt,
Lebanon, and Israel.

«These Jands are totally
different from anything 1
have ever known. In these
peaple, there is sadness,
conformity, and fatalism —
to Wwhich we are not  ac-
customed in the Occidental
world,

«Everything about them is
different — their language,
music, dances,  costumes.
Thew have Dbeen able 1o
keep their language, despite
wars, comquests and revol-
utions, throughout the cent-
uries. And their language is
the language of our own St
Augustine, who wrote  his
famous City of God in the
fourth century.»

—Where did you find the
Berber nomads in yvour pict-
ures?

«In southern Morocco on
the fringe of the Sahara.
Most of them are very poor,
but they are very proud, in-
dependent people, .and  the
original inhabitants nf Morth
Africa.»

—Where did vou study?

«At the Escuela Massana
de Barcelona, with Agusiin
Bio, the well-kEnown paint-
(S

—How long have yvou been

painting?
«Professionally, three years,
in individual and collective
exhibitions. I began 1o
paint ten vears ago. Ever
since I was a child, I want-
¢d to be a painter.

«For  me, incidentally,
evervthing is based upon
colour rather than form. I
am much more interested in
colour than form.

At the moment, [ am
painting abstracts, and - I
find that in these paintings
without form, I am able to
express many original ideas.
This is quite an eéxperience.”

—How do vou find Major-
can painters? :

«Admirable. The Majorcan
schoo’ 15 famous, and thewr
use of colour is remarkable.s

—What do you paint when
you're not travelling, Maria
Eugenia? ;

«More dreamlike and im-
agipative pictures. But  of
gourse, I prefer to travel
when I can. Wasn't it a
great French writer who de-
clared that one learned more
abroad in a single day than
tenn vears at homer?

al agree completely, .and
every time I 4ravel, I am
50 inspired and make so
many sketches that I have
ideas for years to come!

JBut I am still evolving,
a5 . vou can  zee, To me,
painting is an expression of
character, and when I find
such faces as these Berbers,
I am so happy!

«As for the others, bet-
ween figures and landscapes,
there is plenty of room for
all kinds of expression. I've
travelled widely over Eur-
one and the Mediterranean,
and "keep making sketches
for future paintings. ;

aPlease  don't look for
umity in my work! But wou
will find that I am &always
serious, dedicated, and an
artist who puts everything
into her painting.s

HIG



